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Postharvest Disorders  
 
Oleocellosis (Oil Spotting)  

Oil spotting results from damage to the peel that ruptures the oil glands. The 

extruded oil kills the rind cells, causing them to turn brown and form spots on 

the fruit surface. Harvesting in the early morning or while dew is on the fruit 

should be avoided. Oil spotting can be prevented or reduced by picking fruit 

when the surface is completely dry, waiting to pick 2 or 3 days after a rain, 

using foam-lined or padded field containers, and having pickers wear cotton 

gloves.  

 
Stem-end Rind Breakdown (SERB)  

Stem-end rind breakdown is a collapse and subsequent darkening of the rind 

around the stem-end of mandarins. 1������"�����������������������
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